THE MUHAMMAD AN PERIOD.

A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH.

THE first Muhammadan invasion of the Deccan took place in 1292
A. D. The man who conducted the expedition was Allauddin who
held the position of Governor of Oudh and Badaun under his uncle,
Jalaluddin, the first Emperor at Delhi of the Khilji dynasty. The only two
Hindu kingdoms which existed at the time, and to which the whole of the
country south of the Godaveri was subject, were those of the Yadavas of
Deogiri (Ptolemy's Tagara) and of the Andhras who had their capital at
Warangal, about 80 miles north-east of Hyderabad. Allauddin collected a
considerable army and made a rapid march to Kandesh, captured the city
of Ellichpur en route, and appeared before the town and fortress of
Deogiri, as it was then styled. Raja Ramdev, or Ramachandra, the
reputed possessor of enormous wealth, who had received in advance, news of
Allauddin's approach stationed his forces outside the city to oppose the
advance of the Muhammadans. In the battle that followed Allauddin de-
feated the Hindus and compelled them to retreat into the town.

Ferishta, the great Muhammadan historian, says that the king was
out on a hunting expedition when the news of Allauddin's approach reach-
ed him. He hastened back only to find that his wife and son had gone to
offer prayers at a shrine at some distance. After Allauddin captured
the city, he caused to be spread reports to the effect that a vast army of
Muhammadans, of which his force was but the vanguard, was marching into
the Deccan. The story excited general apprehension and all submitted
one by one. The conqueror after levying contributions from the Wealthy
classes gave the city over to pillage.

In 1306 A. D. the Yadava ruler of Deogiri came into conflict with
the imperial power at Delhi for withholding the stipulated tribute for three
years. In 1309 A. D. the Emperor's servant, Malik Kafur, appeared with an
overwhelming force, captured the city and compelled the Raja to pay tribute
to him. Thus Raja Ramdev and his successors remained tributaries to the
Emperor of Delhi until, in the reign of Muhammad Toghlak, the empire
commenced to crumble. Of the suzerainty of Muhammad Bin Toghlak
there are epigraphic evidences. There is an inscription on the Dewal Masjid
at Bodhan in the Nizamabad District which refers to the construction of a
watch-tower; and another inscription in the fort of Qandhar in the,Handed
district which proves the extension of imperial authority in that quarter.

25